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Religious views on facing COVID Sylvia

| have to clarify that | am an amateur in the understanding of
Catholicism. To be specific, | am a Candidate for the Sacrament
of Confirmation. The confirmation was originally scheduled for
Easter Sunday, but due to COVID-19, it has been postponed
until the pandemic situation gets better.

For the last four months, COVID-19 had brought tremendous
stress to a lot of people. On March 17, Our California governor,
Gavin Newsom asked us to shelter at home. Indoor restaurants,
gyms, malls, and salons have been closed, Last few months, Dr,
Anthony Fauci, the Director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Disease, had urged everyone to wear a mask to
help slow down the spread of the virus. As of today, the
confirmed cases in the United States has surpassed 4.5 million,
and more than 154 thousand lives have been lost due to this
pandemic.

It is inevitable for people with religious faith to start wondering,
“‘What is God trying to tell us through this worldwide ordeal?
People have different perspectives. For the optimists, they may
think that with the lockdown, they have more time on their hands
to re-focus on the more meaningful aspects of their lives, such
as reconnecting with their friends and distant relatives,
re-developing healthy eating and exercising habits, and to
spend more time studying the words of the gospel at home to
strengthen their faith. For others, they may wonder if this
epidemic is a warning from God for all our worldly sins,
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especially for our indulgence into materialism and for our
indifference to the underprivileged and the poor in our society.

You could also see the divergence in people’s opinion regarding
how much we should follow these inconvenient official
mandates due to COVID. Some people believe the mandates
are based on solid scientific evidence, that wearing a mask and
keeping six feet distancing can help slow that the spread of the
virus. They believe that for their own safety, and for safety of
other people in their community (especially for the elderly and
high risk individuals), they should do their part and always follow
the mandates. On the other spectrum, there are certain
individuals who believe that all this is a political conspiracy for
putting faith over fears, since the shutdown prevents church
goers from attending their weekly Mass.

My take on this is that if you love God, it does not matter
whether you are able to visit Him at His house during the
pandemic. For one thing, you could always stay home and study
His teachings or attend Mass through telecommunication by
using Zoom. | used to see my elderly parents every weekend,
but | haven't visited them or seen them in person for the last four
months. To be more specific, they refuse to see me because |
am an essential worker and they are afraid | may pass them the
germs. | only see their faces through Facetime. Nonetheless, |
have been dropping off tons of food and groceries every week at
their garage. | don’t have to visit my parents at their house to
show them | love them. | believe it is the same with our Holy
Father.
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But regarding religious views on pandemic handling, it does not
matter what | think. What is Pope Francis’s perspective on this?
On June 7th, according to Reuters news, Pope Francis warned
us not to let our guard down against coronavirus. He urges us to
obey government rules on social distancing and wearing masks.

That old “Two Boats and a Helicopter” joke just popped up in my
mind the other day. The joke was about a local preacher who
was stuck in his house during a massive flood waiting to be
saved. Two boats and a helicopter came by to rescue him but
he refused to leave, stating that God will keep him safe.
Eventually, he drowned. Up in heaven, he asked God why He
didn’t save him. God shakes his head and said, “What did you
want from me? | sent you two boats and a helicopter.” In the
same token, don’t think that God has abandoned us. He has
already sent Governor Newsom, Dr. Fauci, and Pope Francis to
warn us.
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Protect Your Video Conference Meetings

Paul Poon

Avalanche of new remote workers creates latest
playground for hackers

Hackers have found their new playground amid the
increased use of video conferencing during the coronavirus
pandemic: Zoombombing!

Zoombombing defined

Named for the company Zoom, the unfortunate first
high-profile victim of this phenomena, zoombombing occurs
when internet trolls hack video conference meetings and
join as uninvited attendees. After infiltrating a meeting, the
hackers then have their fun, doing everything from
performing harmless pranks to posting sexually explicit
content.

Ideas to keep your meetings private

You can protect yourself, your friends and your
company while using popular video conferencing tools with
these tips.

e Monitor meeting attendance. Designate an
employee to monitor the attendees of your video
conferencing meetings. By assigning a moderator
(host), attendees can be removed or dismissed.

e« Create a waiting room for new attendees. Most
conferencing platforms have a feature called a
waiting room. When this feature is enabled, each user
who connects to your meeting is put in a queue. The
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meeting host then approves each person waiting in
the queue for admission to the meeting.

e Turn off screen sharing for everyone but the
meeting host. A favorite zoombomber prank is to
hack into a meeting, share their screen and then draw
something really funny or inappropriate. Consider
only allowing the meeting host to share a screen and
to give permissions to others who subsequently want
to share a screen.

« Password protect your meetings. As a meeting
organizer, you can also choose to password-protect
your meetings. Don’t forget to distribute the password
to all attendees prior to the meeting.

e Carefully <choose your video <conferencing
service. With many different companies offering
video conferencing services, it can be difficult to find
which company features the best security measures.
Take the time to do your homework to find the platform
that’s right for your business.
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US Fed Lic to Practice before the IRS

Certified Financial Planner
Small Business Tax Consultant
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(650)992-6800 poonmsc@yahoo.com
15 - 22" AVE., San Mateo, CA 94403.
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