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“He will be called the prince of peace”

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Matthew Catholic Church,

MERCY CHRISTMAS!

No, that’s not a typo. MERCY CHRISTMAS! As we set out on our annual Advent preparations
for Christmas, we do so at the outset of an extraordinary Year of Mercy, which our beloved
Holy Father Pope Francis will officially open on December 8. A Year of Mercy! What a
wonderful opportunity for all of us to reconsider just what sort of presents we might be
exchanging this Christmas and with whom, reminded as we are by the very greatest gift, the
merciful Christ Child himself, that “His Mercy is over all his gifts.” (Psalm 145:8)

As | come to the end of my first year here in the parish, I am filled with gratitude for so many
traditions of mercy and generosity that have endured at Saint Matthew Catholic Church from
year to year — traditions like the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, which | have already
experienced to be so vital and active since arriving here on January 1%, and traditions like the
Giving Tree, which I still look forward to experiencing as | celebrate my first Christmas
among you. If you’re struggling to find the perfect gift for that special someone “who has
everything,” why not consider gifting them with one of the Corporal Works of Mercy or
Spiritual Works of Mercy? Everybody can use one or two of those! (You can’t order them
from a catalogue or at Amazon.com, but you can find them in the Catechism.)

Enclosed is the special Christmas offertory envelope. Thank you for carefully considering
what sort of gift you can share with your parish community in the Christmas collection, which
makes up such an important part of our annual operating budget. Thanks too for sharing the
gift of your faith and parish community with family and friends, who may just need a special
invitation to join us here at Saint Matt’s for Christmas.

In a speech from the Merchant of Venice that | had to memorize when | was a freshman at Sl,
Shakespeare wisely notes that mercy “is twice blest; It blesseth him that gives and him that
takes.” In that spirit may you and yours be richly blessed in giving and receiving the gift of
Mercy at Christmas and all throughout this Year of Mercy.

Wishing you all a VERY MERCY CHRISTMAS, | am sincerely yours in Chris

s g

Reverend Monsignor John Talesfore, Pastor
Christmas 2015
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Snippets of Pope Francis’ Visit to the
United States (Sept. 22-27, 2015)

By S.M.C.

From the moment Pope Francis set foot on American soil to the
moment he departed for Rome, he had dominated American news
coverage at both the local and national levels. Thanks to the Eternal
Word Television Network (EWTN) which provided live coverage of the
Pope’s grueling 6-day schedule every major step of the way, millions of
viewers could see him on television even though they could not see him
in person.

In Washington D.C., Pope Francis met the President at the White
House and “dialogued” with Congress on Capitol Hill. He visited the
homeless at Catholic Charities and had lunch with them. In New York,
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the Pope addressed the U.N. General Assembly, communed with
immigrant school children in Harlem, and visited the 9-11 Memorial
Museum where he also met with victims’ families. In Philadelphia,
Pope Francis, after celebrating the Festival of Families with tens of
thousands of participants, ministered to inmates at Philadelphia’s
largest jail.

The main theme of the Pope’s speeches throughout his visit had
invariably centered on immigration, the environment, human rights
(including right to life and death penalty issues), social justice and
family values.

As senators and House representatives from both parties assembled on
Capitol Hill for the Pope’s address, three out of the five Catholic
justices of the Supreme Court were conspicuously absent. As the Pope
began to deliver his speech at the podium, the usually emotional
Speaker of the House, Mr. Boehner, was visibly moved and could be
seen weeping for a second. At a press conference the following
morning, Mr. Boehner dropped a bombshell: his decision to resign his
speakership and from Congress as of the end of October. He also
shared with the media a poignant moment with the Pope the day before:
as he shook the Pope’s hand to say good-bye, Pope Francis put his arm
on him, pulled him close and whispered in his ear, “Please pray for

»

me.

The main item on the Pope’s agenda was the Festival of Families in
Philadelphia. Due to a last minute program shuffle, Bobby Hill, a
14-year old choir boy, was asked to give an impromptu, solo rendition,
a cappella, of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Pie Jesu. Given only five minutes
to prepare, Bobby obliged. His extraordinary poise and angelic voice
earned him a standing ovation. (A star was born!)

At the Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility on the outskirts of the
city, the Pope met with roughly 75 inmates and their families. He told
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them, ”I am here as a pastor, to share your situation and to make it my

»

own.

Pope Francis also had a private, albeit brief meeting with Kim Davis,
the county clerk in Kentucky who had refused to issue marriage
licenses to same-sex couples. According to Ms. Davis, the Pope had
thanked her for her courage, saying, “Conscientious objection is a
human right”, and asked her “to remain strong.”

In this age of digital social media, the Pope had amassed over 20
million Twitter followers. The excitement he generated in the course of
his visit to America was palpable. He had enthralled millions of people,
Christians or otherwise, from sea to shining sea. “The heart of the
Pope expands to include everyone,” he said in his homily at St.
Matthew’s Cathedral in Washington. @ With his human touch,
benevolent smile and intrinsic humility, Pope Francis exuded a
Christ-like spirit of inclusion: from the powerful to the marginalized,
from the disabled, the sick, the abused to the incarcerated. He came
as a shepherd and was everywhere tending his flock.

At his final press conference onboard “Shepherd One” on his way home,
Pope Francis was asked about his impression of the American people
in general, and the three cities he had visited in particular. The
following were the Pope’s remarks:

American people: very warm;
Washington D.C.: warm but formal,
New York: exuberant;

Philadelphia: demonstrative.
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IRS Erroneously Denies Educator Deduction Claims

During its annual review of the tax filing season, the Treasury Inspector General
for Tax Administration (TIGTA) discovered the IRS was incorrectly denying educator
expense deductions for some taxpayers.

Teacher Desk The deduction

In 2014, qualified educators could reduce their income by up to $250 for
classroom related expenses. This deduction is available whether or not a taxpayer
itemizes their deductions.

The problem

The IRS was denying the deduction if the taxpayer could be claimed as a
dependent on someone else’s tax return. This denial impacted young teachers and
others who could use the tax benefit.

After TIGTA notified the IRS of their concerns, the IRS acknowledged their error
and updated processing procedures for their tax examiners. Unfortunately, not before
denying over $53,000 in deductions.

What you need to know

The $250 educator expense deduction is one of the tax provisions that is
repeatedly expiring only to be extended once again by late Congressional action. As
of now the benefit is not available in 2015. In all likelihood, the benefit will be available
once again. In the meantime,

Paperclip Bullet Point  If you took the deduction in 2014 and you are
challenged by the IRS, ask for help. A quick review and clarifying letter should help
you retain your deduction.

Paperclip Bullet Point  If the tax law is extended unchanged into 2015,
remember you can take the deduction even if you can be claimed as a dependent on
someone else’s tax return.

Seven Ildeas to Create a Satisfying Retirement

You've done your retirement homework. Your assets are reviewed, you have
planned your financial needs, and your retirement tax plan is in place. Are you ready
to enjoy retirement? Probably, but not without a plan to address what happens to
many after they retire; boredom. Here are some ideas.

Go to school. Many colleges and communities offer classes for retired students.
Pick topics of interest and take advantage of this cost effective way to stay alert
through learning. Many classes can have built in activities. Examples could be local
history classes with field trips, photography classes, writing, and gardening. As an
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added benefit, you will meet others with your shared interest while you continue
learning.

Pick up part-time work. If you are outgoing, why not pick up a few hours at a local
retail establishment.

Volunteer. Many retirees volunteer at libraries, museums, and parks. Others
volunteer at their local church, deliver meals, and help young people with literacy. The
possibilities are endless.

Retired couple on beach

Schedule physical activity. Staying physically active will keep your body and mind
in shape. Create a weekly routine that keeps you moving. Volunteer to take the grand
kids to swimming lessons while the parents are working. Bike or walk to do every-day
chores.

Look for combinations. With a little creativity you can combine some of these
ideas. For example, if you coached your kids in soccer why not consider refereeing
kids games? You might earn a little pay, stay connected with kids, and get some
physical activity.

Get Connected. When you retire, many of your social connections will change.
This is especially true for work connections and availability of friends that are still
working. Look for other ways to make new connections. Use some of the ideas here
to actively get connected with others that share your interests. Participate in
community events. Reach out through volunteer efforts to meet new people.

Blend in your dreams. If you've always dreamed of moving to a new place in
retirement, you may want to test-drive it first. A dream move, may turn out to be
different than you anticipated. You may miss your kids and friends. Services and
connections you take for granted may become a problem. By renting a place and
staying in the new location prior to committing, you will be prepared with a fall back if
it does not work.

These are but a few ideas to help transition into a satisfying retirement. There are
many resources to provide additional ideas.

As always, should you have any questions or concerns regarding your situation
please feel free to call.

This newsletter is provided by Landmark 2000

Paul N. Poon, MS, EA, CB, CFP®

2171 Junipero Serra Blvd.

Daly City, CA 94014

Bus: (650) 992-6800 Vm: (415) 242-8000 Fax: (650) 992-3800
poonmsc@yahoo.com

www.landmark2000.com
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ik aES $ 10 MRS. McNICHOLLS LI PUI | £150
NASCIMENTO, BETTY |$ 20 WEI > MANCHESTER(UK)

MARIA CHEN $100 EDMUND & AGNES WONG » | $100
EIERE $ 30 SCOTLAND(UK)

AGNES FONG $ 20 DR. WILLIAM NG $200
LT 1 $ 20 ANNIE WONG LAI KAY $ 90
ALBERT & IRENE WONG | $100 MR. & MRS HENRY HO $ 50
JOYCE CHENG $ 50 MR. & MRS ALFRED MA $100
PAUL POON $120 WA 2 $100
ANDREW & AGNES NG | $ 30 LILIAN LAU $ 40
ALLAN CHAN $ 20 CISSY WONG $ 60
KATHERINE LEUNG $100 e E $ 50

AR [EHG 5 28 B FF AT iR 0 A1
ehefE® ©  AH SOBINS IR ~ B0 - BOTRIERR
EEEPEFE ¢ Ebisu & Hotei Restaurant (Steve Fujii)

Landmark #5505 FifsED Paul Poon
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Japanese Cuisine &
Sushi

Hotei

WEICOmMe

Japanese Noodle Cuisine
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EBisu

RESTAURANT

1283 9" Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94122
Bus : 415-566-1770
Fax : 415-566-2935

D ¥ 5

Hotei Restaurant

1290 9" Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122

415-753-6045
415-753-6049

Bus :
Fax :
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R [E B ESEZMAC (Rev. Dominic Savio Lee) Bz 4 -

St. Matthew Church
1 Notre Dame Avenue,
San Mateo, CA 94402, U.S.A.

. (650) 342-3884

. (650) 344-7622 Ext. 119
BT Fe-mail :
: www.boscol.com

domsaviolee@yahoo.com

© www.stmatthew-parish.org

(650) 344-7622 Ext.101
(650) 344-4830

SEELTE ¢ St. Matthew Church
Hik 1 Notre Dame Avenue,
San Mateo, CA 94402,
U.S.A.
ATT : Fr. Dominic Savio Lee

(XHEBA)
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